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IN THE HON’BLE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT

= | ALLAHABAD,

kY

CKNOW BENCH, LUCKNOW

/'  00SNo.50f198

Plamntiffs

Versus

Defendants

Rajendra Singh and others

EXAMINATION IN CHIEF OF Dr. R. NAGASWAMY ON AFFIDAVIT

UNDER ORDER 18, RULE 4 CPC

I, Dr. R.Nagaswamy aged about 76 years S/O Late Shri UN.

Ramchandran R/o 11, 22™ Cross stréet Besent Nagar, Chennai (Madras)

The deponent do héreby take oath and state on oath as under :

1.

That the depoenent retired from the post of Director of Archaeology

Tamilnadu on 31.08.1988.
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That the d@pém@nt has obtained post graduate degree in Sanskrit
language and literature from Madras University in the year 1958 and
completed hisvah,D. from Pune University in'the year 1974,

That the deponent worked as Curator for art and archaeology in
government Museum at Madras in the yeaf 1959 — 63 and also
-:worked as Assit. Special officer for archacology, Government of
Tamilnadu in the year 1963 — 65.

That the deponent underwent training in excavation and conservation
from Archaeological Survey of India.

That the deponent worked as Director of Archaeology government of
Tamilnadu continuously for a term of 22 years from 1966 — 88.

That during his service the deponent has conducted so many
excavations and explqraiicms.

That the deponent was appointed Vice Chancellor of Kanchipuram
University of Madras in the end of February 1995 and served as such
up to 1996.

That the dep@neﬁt is presently director of ‘I.n'temaﬁonal Institute of
Shaiv Sidhant research, Dharmpuram, Madras.

That the field of specialization of the deponent are Temple arts and
Culture, Archaeclogy, Art history, Tamil literature from Sangam age
to modem period, Sanskrit Iliterature, Invdiam Epigraphy and
Archaeology, Ancient vIndie_m Law and Society; South Asian Art and

Religion, Agamic and Vastu literature, South Indian Music and
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dance, South Indian Numismatics, Religion and philosophy, and

)

Village studies.

That the deponent has Authored over 27 books in both English and

Tamil and edited over 22 books, which are listed here : -

(¥

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Art and Religion of the Bhairavas, (English and Sanskrit),
(Author), Published by Tamil Arts Academy, Chennai, 2006.

Covering also north Indian temples & images.

- Kalavai, English, Author, A study of 2000 years old village,

based on Inscriptions and monuments, Tamil Arts Academy,
2005.

Pathway to the Antiguity of your Village, English and Tamul,
All Villages in Tamilnad arranged Alphabetically under each
District, and the Number of Inscriptions copied from that
vﬂlége by the Government, their number, years of copying and
how. to know about the original inscription, Author, Tamil Arts
Academy, Chennai, 2006. |

Facets of South Indian Art and Architecture ( 2 Volumes),

" English, (Author), Pub Aryan Books International, New Delhi,

2003.
Uttaramerur, English, Author, Pub. Tamil Arts academy,

Chennai, 90, 2003. ‘



(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)
)
(xi)

(xii)

(xiii)
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Roman Karur, English, /(Author), History and Antiquify of the

Ancient Capital of the Chera kings, Brahad Prakashan, Madras,

90; /(Author)/1995

¢

'Siva Bhakti, with a Foreword by Sri R. Venkataraman,

President of India, English/(Author), Pub. Navrang New Delhi,

/1989.

Master  pieces of Early  South  Indian  bronzes,
Engiish/(Author)/Pub' National Museum, Government of India
on the Occasién of NAM SummitMeet, New Delhi 1983.

Tantric Cult in South India, English, Author, Pub Agam Kala
Prakasilaﬂ, Delhi, 1982, |

Tamil' coins-a-study, English/(Autth Tamilnadu  State
Department of Archaeology, Madras, 1981 7

Art and culture of Tamilnad, English/(Author)/Tamilnadu State
Depaﬂmeﬁt of Arlchaeology, Madras, 1980.

Studies in ancient Tamil law and societ, English (Author),
Institute of Epigraphy, Tamilnadu State Dept. of Archaeology,
Madras,/ 1978.

Gangaikondacholapuram, English/{Authqr)/T amilnadu  State
Department of Archaeology, Madras, 1970.

Thiruttani and Velancheri copper plates, English, Sanskrit and
Tamifl/(Author)/ 1979 Tamilnadu State Department of

Archaeology, Madras,



(xv)
(xvi)
(xvii)
(xvii)

(xix)’
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Uttaramerur, Tamil/(Author)/Tamil Arts Academy, Chennai,
2003.

Cailﬂalai, Tamil/ (Authar}l/ Tamil Arts Academy, Chennai,
2001.

Poyyilimalai, Tamil / {Author) /' Brahadish Publication,
Chennai, 60009@, 1996.

Tavam Ceyda Tavam, Tamil / (Author) / Brahadish Publication,
Chennai, 90, 1994.

Oviyapavai, Tamilnadu  State Department of = Archaeology,

. Madras, Tamil/ {Author)/1979.

{xx} |
(xxi)

(xxii)
(xxiii)

(xx1v)

Kallom collum, Tamil/ (Author) / Shekhar Publishers, Chennai,
1977,

Yavérum Kelir, Tamil / (Author), Vacakar Vattam, Chennai,
1973.

Mamallai, Tamilnadu State Department of Archaeology,
Madras, Tamil / (Author) / 1968.

Kalaic Celvangal, Tamil / (Author), Madras Government
Museum. Madras, 8/1961.

Ramalinga vilasam, Tamil / (Author)/ V Tamilnadu State

. Department of Archaeology, Madras.

(xxv)

Tirumalai nayakar maha, Tamil / (Author) Tamilnadu State

Department of Archaeology, Madras.
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{(xxvi) Tamilnattuk Kasugal, Tamil / (Author) / Tamilnadu State

Department of Archaeology, Madras.

(xxvit) Bommai pazhaiya bommai, Tamil / (Author).

11.  That the deponent has edited the following books : -

(M

(i)
(iii)
o8
)

(vi)

(vii)

9

'Fouﬁdatioﬂ of Indian Art, English, Editor, Papers presented at

the International Conference on Art and Religion,

Clﬁdamabéram, Pub by Tamil Arts Academy, Chennai, 90,
2002. | |
Studies m .So'uth indian history énd culture, Englisl/ (Editor)
JSAHER, Chennai 1997,

Ramanathpuram éism'ct. — an archaeological guide, Collector of

Ramantha puram, English/ (Editor)/1979.

~South Indian Studies — IT # SAHER, Chénnai, English/ (Editor)

/1979

Vasavas‘amﬁdram,' Eicava%ion Report, Tamilnadu State
Department of Archaeology, Madras, English / (Editor) / 1978.
South Indian Sudies IH, SAHER, Chmmai? English / (Editor) /
1980. |

South Indian Sudies I, SAHER, Chennai, English / (Editor) /

1978.
Kalvettu Karuttarangu — Seminar on Inscriptions, 1966, English

and Tamil / (Editor) / 1986.
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(ix)  Nandipuram, Tamil / (Editor) / 1992. |

0  Madurai district history Seminar, Tamil / (Editor) / 1983,
(xi)  Vadamalai nigandu, Tamil / (Editor) /1983

(xii)  Akarati nikandu, Tamil / (Editor) /1983.

(xiii)  Tolliyal ’Kamttarénku, Tamil / {(Editor) /1983.

(xiv) M’uvaraiyal'l viraii?idu tatu, Tamil /(Editor) /1982,

(xv) Tim'\/enkafanatan vantuvitu tutu, Tamil / (Editor) / 1981.
(xvi) Palaiyap-pattukkalin vamsavali, Tamil / (Editor) /1981.
(xvii) Katal Kottu, Tamil / (Editor) / 1981.

(xviii), Tamilnadu Varalarruk Karuttaranku, Tamil / (Editor) /1979.
(xix) .Nannilam Kalvettukkal, Tamil / (Author) (Editor) /1979.
(xx)  Seminar on Chinglepet district, Tamil / (Editor) / 1978.
(xxi)  Darmapun kalvettukal, Tamil / (Editor) /1975.

(xxii) Chengam Nadukarkal, Tamil / (Editor) / 1972.

12, That the articles of the deponent were published in magazines of

following countries : -

1. Cambodia 9. Sweden

2. Canada 10. 8witg¢r1and
3. Denmark ‘ 11. Thailand
4. France 12. UK

5. .Gemlany 13. USA
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6. Tran : , Beside His two articles published
n

7.  Netherlands UNESCO Courier published in
2 |

8.  Singapore languages of the world.

]

That the deponent has participated and delivered his lecture as per

following details : -

"Victoria and Albert Museum, London, Apr, 96 : Anthony Gardner
lecture on South and S‘Guﬂi East Asian art — “The art of Pandyas of

South India”.

The School of Oriental and African Studies, London May, 96

“Historical development of Bharata Natyam”.

The PBritish - Museum, London. International seminar on
Kumbhakonam sacred and Royal city Jun, 96. “The Archaeclogy of

Kumbhakonam”,

Chicago Art Institute, Chicago, USA, International Seminar on
Collecting OdYssey Sept, 97 : “Siva as the destroyer of the three

cities”.
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Comell University, USA, Deparimnent of South and South Asian Art,

Oct, 97 - “South Indian Bronzes”.

Colgate University, Department of Art Hﬁét@fy Oct, 97.: “South

Indian bronzes”.

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Auckiand Art Museun,
USA Oet, 97 : “S@uﬁiém@im Bronzes”.
Harvard University, Department of fine Arts, USA Oct, 97 :

Temples and festivals”.

University of Pennsylvania, Department of South and : South Asian
regional studies, Oct, 97 : “Temple Art and Architecture and

Royal patrons”.

Los Angeles Country Museum of Art, South Asian Art Council Oct,

97 : “South Indian Bronzes”.

University of Berkeley, California, Department of South and South

Asian Studies Oct, 97 | “Saiva Pasupatas in Art and Literature”,
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University of Texas at Austin, USA Nov, 97 : “The Brahadisvara

temple, Tanjavur”.

Cleveland Museum of Art, Cieveiand, July, 2003 : Bronzes of the

Chola period.
Royal college of Cambodia, Phnon P'hen, Cémbodia, 2008,
é

Mational Khmer Research Institute, Phnom phen, Cambedia,

2008,

Silpakorn University, Thailand, 2005.

~14. That the deponent attended the following International conferences : -

1961 First International conference on Asian Amhaeology, New Delhi
1965 First Iﬁtemationa] conference on Tamil Studies, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.
" 1966 Second International conference on Tamil Studies, Madras, India.
1970 Third International conference on Tamil Studies, Paris, France.
1975 First International conference on Asian Anthropology, New
Delhi.
1980 Symposium on Siva, Penmsylvania, USA.

1981 International conference on “Destiny of Man”, London.




1982

1683

1986

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1697

1997

1998

1998

1999
2001
2001

2002

2003
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Fifth International conference on Tamil Studies, Madurai.
International seminar on “South Asian religion” at Lucknow.
First Intemétiona] conference on Buddhism, New Delhi.
Intemationaﬁ conference on “Tamil Buddi}iém”, Madras.
Symposium on Buddhism Upsala, Sweden.
International conference on “Manimekhalai”, Uppsala, Sweden.
lntemaﬁona} conference on “The Art of Bharata Natyam”, school
of Oriental and African Studies, London.
Kumbhakonam the Sacred city, The Bm?i:isﬁ Museum, London.
International seminar on Rasa, Central Sangita Nataka Academy
at Varanasi.
National Se@inm on “the Mauryas and National integration”.
indian Museurm Calcutta.
International conference on “the Collecting Odyssey”, Chicago
Aﬁ Centre, Chi.cago; USA. »
Seminar on “Multi Media presentation”, IGNCA, New Delhi.

The fourth Intemaﬁogai conference on Bengal Art, Dhaka,
Bangladesh.
The International conference on Art and Religion, Chidambaram.
The fifth International conference on Bengal Art, Calcutta.
The sixth International conference on Bengal Ast, Dhaka,
Banglaﬁ@sh,

The International conference on Mahabharata, Madras.



2619

2003 International conference on Interaction between Buddhism and
Hinduism, Varanasi.
2005 International conference of Sanskrit at Bangkok Thialand as a

member of Indian delegation.

15. That the depohent has been conferred the following public Honours

and awards:-

o | “Vidya vachas.paﬁ” 1974
By the University of Pune for his Ph.D., Research thesis “Sakti cult in

Tamilnad”

“Sila Lekha Tattvanjna” Jan. 1986
By His Holiness Mahaperiyvaval Sri Chandrasekharendera sarasvati

swamigal, Sankaracharya of Kanchi Kamakoti pitham.

“Kalai medhai” Mar, 1990

By the Chidambaram Natyanjali Trust and the Public of Chidambaram

' “i'Ter the sake of Honour” Oct, 1990

" By the Rotary Club of 'Madrés North west,

“Dharma Bandhu” Apr, 1994

By H.H.Charukirti Maharaj, The Chief Jaina Pontiff, Sravana belgola,

Karnataka
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“Kalai Mamani” Nov, 1995

The Govemmerﬁ of Tamilnad

Memento of Natraja Aug, 1991
Hon. Jayalalitha, The Chief Minister of Tamilnad for his valuable
services rendered in the Londonm High Court, in the London

Nataraja case

Title “Silai meé'ﬁa cemmal” (Thé great who rescued the Nataraja
Sculpture)

Sept, 1991

By Poﬂaéhj. Ph.ilomréphist and leading Public figure, Dr. N.

Mahalingam, Ramalingar panimanaram, Trichy

. “Perumbana Nambi” For his contribution to Dance and classical

music, Sept, 1993 By Isaiccelvar Sundaresanar manram, Lalgudi

“'K&piia Vanar” 96 Named after the 2000, year poet of the Sangam

age, By Thimkkéyilur Tamil Sangam, in Kapilar Vizha, Thirukkoyilu

“Bharata Kala Niplma” Aug, 1998

By Bharata Kalanjali, a leading Dance Institution of Madras

“Honorary fellow” Feb, 2003
International center for study of Bengal Art, Dhaka, Bangladesh
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The Subrahmanya Bharati award for public excellence for the year
2004 awarded to leading public figures like Abdul Kalam, (present
President of India), Sri M.S. Swaminathan, International Agricultural

Scientists and the like, at Chennai

Vivekananda National Award for excellence, by the Ramakrishan
Mission Vidyalaya, for his valuable confribution to Archaeology,
especially Bronzes of India, and his leading Scholarship ih Tamil,
Agamas, Vastu texts, Epigraphy, Numismatics, Indian Plulosophy,

and South East Asian Art and Culture 3™ Feb, 1906 ’

Tﬂigiyg@é_ Tonralar (i.e. Born for Archaeology), by the four hundred

vear old Saiva mmhg, Thiruvaduturai, Tanjore dist, For his

contribution to Tamil &@hﬁ%i@gy, 2006

Tolliyal Rathna, 1.e. (Gem amongst Archaeclogists), by Kongu

Treasures Organisation of the Temple Arcakas, May, 2006

That the deponent has conducted mainly following excavations : -

Pancalamkuruchi 1968 The palace remains of 18" cent chieftain a

great freedom fighter.

Korkai 1968-69 A two thousand year old Port of the Pandyas.
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Vgsavasamudram 1969. A port that yielded Mediterranean amphora

and Roman contact.
Pallava medu 1970 17" cent habitation settlement at Kanchipuram.

Karur 1973-79. A two thousand year old capital of the Chera rulers

of Tamilnad.

Kodumanal 1979. A megalithic site a preat significance.

Poluvampatti 1979-80. an early Settlement.

Gangaikondacholapuram 1980-82. A mediaeval Chola palace and

capital.

Alagankulam 1986-87. A two thousand vear old Roman settlement

which has now become a site of International importance.

17.  That the world of opinion from 1960 onwards of some of the
" eminent persmaliﬁes is attached here with as Amnexure-1 of this

affidavit.

18. That the deponment was nominated/appointed member of the

following committees and served as such : -

i National Art Purchase Committee, National Museum,

Government of India, for two terms in 1970s.
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i,  National Cengalmm é@ Government of India, United Nations
Deveiopmem Project, Brahadﬁsvam‘ temple, TGNCA, New
Delhi
i, Adviser INTACH, Projects, South India 1988 to 1995.
tv.  Founder Secretary, Natyanjali Trust, Chidambaram from 1982
nﬁikl date.
V. “Vismng pmfc@éoz; Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
vi.  Selection Commiitee Member, for Dance Program, Madras
Doordamhan Kendra, for three terms, six years, in 1980s
vii. Director_, Epigraphy Programme, Ecole Francaise Extreme
orient, Pondichery, 1988 — 1996. .4
viil,  Vice Presideﬁé, Kuppuswamy Sastri  Research Institute,
| Madras 198@5 President, Dr. U.V. Swaminatha lyer, Library,
Madras, 1975 -

ix.  Executive Committee Member, Kalakshetra, Under Smt.

Rukmini devi Arvndale, Madras 1976-83.

19, That the deponent appeared as an expert witness on behalf of
Government of India (Nominated by the Government of India)
before the London High Court in famous London Natraja case which

was decided in favour of government of India. In this case Hon'ble

justice lan Kamnedy, Trial Judge of London High Court in his

A : - judgment observed as under.: -



@
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Dr. Nagaswamy, who I am satisfied, is an unequalled expert in his

" subject. 1-4-7.

®

(©)

20,

I have alreaﬂy stated 'my conclusion that I prefer Dr. Nagaswamy’s
methodology to that of Dr. Schwindler. 1-4-7(IV)

Now considering the matter of style, again I prefer the evidence of
Dr. R.Nagaswémy to that of Dr. Schwindler. As to the methodology
1 have no doubt whatsoever and as to their conclusion. I am satisfied

that Nagaswamy is right in his summary taking the broader feel and

<treatment of the main points I feel they all form a group_ I am

satisfied that stylistic judgements in relation to Medieval Chola

bronzes can not be more precisely determined than when

Nagaswamy expressed his conclusions in his evidence, 1-8-57,

That in appeal agamét thé above refem‘ed judgement of Hon’ble
London High Court before court of appeai, the court of appeal
upiolding the judgement of the trial court ordered the return of the
bronze. The matter was taken to the privy cogmcﬂ whiéh also gave
the x.zerdict in favour 0f government of India. Hon’ble ;Lord Justice
Purchas, Hon’ble Lord Justice Nourse and Hon’ble Lord Justice

Leggat in their judgement in court of Appeal observed as under -

[.r-)‘j:’,\ J,‘T,g a e n 7
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“There was a considerable body of evidence to establish stylistic
Similarities ied ﬁ@m Dr. Nagaswamy an acknowledged Expert
Archaeologist and a ﬁevmit Hindu. Justice Eén Kennedy not only
analysed and émsidered this evidence in great detail but alse
smpplemgnted it with a meticulous personal examination of the
London Natraja and Pathur Bromzes. In the final result he
preferred the opinion of Nagaswamy to that of Séhwin(iger. A

finding of this sort is almost unappealable. (P.57)”

21.  That Mr. Adrian Hamilton, Queen’s Counsel, London in his written

submission to the London High Court mentioned as under -

“Dr. N&gaswamy has brought ¢o bear unequaﬂedd fearning and
expérience in the ?ais.toricai9 Cultural, and .feiigious aspects of the
Chéia Empﬁa"e. and the hindu religion, whicﬁ flourished and which
z:,ﬁﬂ flourish 'in Tamilnad and on the ‘understanding of the

Inscriptions in the temples and on statues.”

©22.  That some of the note worthy confributions of the deponent are

detailed in Annexure-2 of the affidavit.

23.  That the deponent has examined the report of excavations of the

&isputed site - submitted by Archaeclogical Survey of India on
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25,

26,
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22.08.2003 contained in two volumes along with other connected

records includiﬁg photographs

That Archaeological Survey of India which is more than one hundred
years old and has produced the most outstanding stalwards in the
field of Archaeology is known ﬂlfough out the world for its
excellence in all spheres of Archaeological work especially in the
field of excavation its work has been extremely accurate and
scientifically praiseworthy. Archaeology provides scientific factual
data for reconstructing ancient history and culture, and is an
important tool of human understanding and A.S.I. has been doing

this exercise admirably. ,

That no excavator can create or manufacture a structure consisting a
number of courses inside a trench. In some places long walls may cut
through several trenches but these are easily seen through the layers,

the baulk and retain them.

That Chronologically early antiquities can be found in later periods
which is perfectly normal but later antiquities are not found in earlier

layers.




o 12627

27.  That the ASI in the opinion of the deponent has followed all the
required archaeological principles and has undertaken precautions to
safe guard the site and has completed the excavation works in
compliance of court’s order. The report submitted by the
Archaeological survey of India. reveals that their performance within
a limited period of time is a work of highest scientific nature and is

an z'mpoﬁant piece in the history of Archaeology.

28.  That before excavation of the disputed site a GPR survey was
conducted under the orders of the court which is a non destructive
scientific sufveymg method on the spot. The GPR survey is
considered to be the most scientific method for conducting survey
before actual digging. The anomalies pointed out in GPR survey may

be confirmed by actual digging and that is what the A.§8.1. has done.

29. That the GPR sﬁrvéy conducted be:forc actual digging under the
orders of the" court indicated about anomaly alignment across the
'.main plateform north and south of the sanctum sanctorum extending

to Ramchabutra. The ahé)maiy alignment corresponded to a wall

foundation belonging to successive construction periods associated

with ancient and Contemporaneous structures like pillars, foundation

walls, slabs etc.
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That the Amﬁaeological Swvey of India has aranged
Archaeological documentation including drawing, and Photography,
of the Structufal remains, pottery, and antiquities, and collections of
samples of p}éster, floors bones, charcoal, palaeo-botanical remains
for scientific studies and analysis.

That in the year 192:9 excavation were conducted at Mahasthan a
great hindu pilgrim center in modem Bangladesh which was
originally a portion of north India, about 8 miles from Bogra town.
This place contain both Vaishnava andv Saiva temples. The
excavation were conducted by Dr. Nazeemuddin Ahmad and was
published by the vAmhacologica? Survey of India Bangladesh. In the
said excavations archaeologists found an inscribed stone with Brhmi
mnscriptions of the Asokan peried' and the excavation proved the site
to be ancient Mahasthan. In the excavation a number of carved stone
pillars and piecés were found on the mound which proved the site to
be of important I]if;dp temple, in almost every aspect. There were
pillar bases. There were carved stone used. The habitation of the site
goes back to Kushan period. In some instances the Tempﬁes have
be;n built in successive phases over the exiéﬁng structures. There
were massive walls pointing to porches. There seems to be a central
opening. Somé of the carved stones of the Hindu temples are found

used in Islamic structure. There were also large Islamic pottery and



33.
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ahtiquities strewn over an area but no Islamic structure was found
there. The number Hindu carvings lying in the region are indicative
of kan important Hindu temple beneath the mound ete. Though if is an
Istamic country, and though the excavator is by an Mussalman they
do not deny the ‘exist@me of a Hindu temple lying buried but on the
other hand i 1s a Hindu temple. They vi‘;@mg excellent Archacologists
have no hesitation in stating the truth. Photocopy of relevent pages
prepared and annexed with this affidavit as Annexure No. 3.

That the archaeological excavation at Ayodhya has shown
in&sputébiy that there existed a structure l?mmediately beneath the
disputed structure. It shows that the structure also had pillar bases.
Pillar bases have been found in Mahasthan excavation in the Hindu
temple area and that the Bangladesh Archaeologists have shown
those pillar bases were meant to support a porch of a Hindu temple.
That from the perusal of the report it is clear that the Jayers are well
stratified and the periodization has been done as per settled norms

and the finds have also been recorded and mterpreted properly.

'That the carbon dating 1s a scientific mode of periodization which is

considered to be reliable dating method in archaeology.

That Pillar bases are made up of some courses of brick bats and are

either square or circular in formation; Calcreate stone blocks are kept



36.

37,

on sand stone b_lock — one decorated stone block was found E)ére‘ The
idea that they are not pﬁiar bases but heaps of stone for holding floor
level is not correct. The stones in the middle of the brick formation
undoubtedly were intended f@r supporting pillars and this tradition
seems to have been followed through the centuries in this areas

where even indisputable pillar bases are found. Below this brick

. wall, was found another brick wall — decorated stone blocks were

’

used on top of this wall. Beneath pillar bases, earlier pillar bases
were found. Some more brick structures were found beneath these

walls. Most of the pillar bases were found connected with 2° floor.

That existence of circular shrine with pranal towards north proves

existence of Hindu temple.

That the brick circular shrine is circular outside and square on the
mner side, with a rectangular projection in the east with entrance, it
has a water chute on the northern side which is obviously in level
with the floor ié;vei of the inner sanctum clearly intended for the
abhisheka to be drainied, As this seems to be secondary shrine

dedicated to Siva m his linga form the shrine is built to smaller

diamension. Smaller diamension of subsideray shrines with just

- minimum entrance space are seen in some of temples. eg. Mandasor,

Rajsthan- Kumbharia . Shantinath Temple = relevant pages are

photostate copies prepared from those books, are annexed with this

™

%/ff] i

A B2 W .
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affidavit as Annexure ne. 4, 5 & (Temples of India by Krishna
dgva, published by Aryan Books, New Delhi) The smaller
diamension does not preclude the structure being a shrine.. The
abéence of any significant artifacts belonging to other sister faiths

like Buddhism or Jainism, precludes this structure being identified

with any of those faith.

38.  That in the opinion of the deponent the excavation report, its finds,
proves beyond doubt the existence of a Hindu temple under the

surface of the disputed structure.

39.  That the presence of different bones in Hindu temple area is nothing
unusual. nor does it minimize the sanctity of the ienipie premises.

Bones in archaeological excavation are quite common. ,

40.  That all classical Hindu temples are laid according to a prescribed

grid know as Vast pada vinayasa, Sacred diagram. Within the
P | , ' diagram and immediately outside the diagram several natural, benign
or wild forces are present that are propitﬁate&. Among such forces are
bhuta, pretas, -Pﬁsachas, etc which ars offeréd worship when the
.t:emple is first erected and subsequently annually during the great
festivals. Duriﬁg their worship different kinds of food offerings are
made which include for Bhuta, Pretas, Pisachas etc blood and meat

or flesh of animals etc suited to the nature of the evil forces

,,,,,
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(Mayamata, vol I, reference for meal offering and also for use of

" Lime and “Vastu Sastra” by D.N. Shukla, P. 114) photocopy of

relevent pageé prepared and annexed with this affidavit as Annexure |

“No. ,7. It is invariably part of Hindu worship. The offering is made

generally during the mid of the night in all the directions. So the
presence of Boﬂes of animals or birds etc does not preclude the place
being a Hindu temple. There is 2 temple at Gudimallam now in
‘Andhrapradesh near the famous Thiruppati Balaji Kshetra. The
temple is well known to Indologists and cmﬁes in it sanctum a Siva
hnga which is in the form of human phallus and is dated to second
century BC to the time of famous Bharhut sculptures of the Sunga
Period. In order to asses the antiquity of this fa;mous sculpture and its
antiquity of the teﬁpis, the ASI conducted an excavation in side the
sanctum of the temple. The excavated space between the linga and
the sanctum wall was found to have been filled up in 12% — 13%®
century when the aforesaid temple was buﬂ%. This filling contained
bone pieces right in the garbhagraha area of a Hindu temple : the
excavation shows that finds of bone does not mean the structure

could not be a Hindu temple.

That the Marici Samhita an early Vaishnava text, (Pub Thﬁmppati
" Ed:. 1926, p. 140) mentions parivara devas that include Nagas, Bhuta,

Yaksha, Durga, Chota mukhi, Dhairi, Grahakshata, Rakshasa,

s )

;

¢

f', §’ () ﬁi‘g L

i



2633

Gandharva etc. At the beginning of festival all deities are offered
Bali to propitiate them. Marichi p. 351, .Ij‘he following are the
divinities to be propitiated with bali in addition to thé We}l.l known
{més. Deva Bhuta, Yaksha, Rakshara, Pisacha, Naga, Gandharvas
and 18 ganas., (Bhrigu . Samhita Khiladhikara, also called Bhrgu
Sambhita Ed. Partha sarathi Bhattacarya, }i%i — Thiruppati. P. 434.

Mahotsavavidhi.)

Kamikagama : Saiva — Pt. I, 1975, 75 Ref. Vastudevabali
It gives what bali should be offered to whom.

Rudra — mamsam annam {cooked rice with meat)
Rudrajaya phenam (Moss)

Apa — fish

Apavatsa — Mamsa (meat)

Caraki — ghee, (M’amsam meat)

Grahas — Mamsannam (csoked rice v?ith meat)

These are called Utkrshta bali (highly respected) bali.

That the sarvasiddhén‘ta viveka, a Sanskrit text States a branch of the
saivas offered Madhu, Matsya, and Mamsa. (Art and Religion of the

Bﬁairavas, R. Nagaswamy, Tamil Arts Academy, Chennai, 2006 P. §



- 6 and Page 49. photocopy of relevent pagaé prepared and annexed

. with this affidavit as Annexure No. 8. -

Lucknow

Dated : August 17, 2006.
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Deponent

YERIFICATION

I, the above named deponent, do hereby wverify that the
contents of paras 1 to 42 of this affidavit aé"e true to my knowledge
excepting the bracket portion which are true to my knowledge based
on record. No part of it is false and nothing material has been

concealed. So help me God.

Lucknow

Dated : August 17, 2006 Y
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I identify ‘the deponent Dr. R
Nagaswamy who has signed above
in my presence and is personally

known to me.

| L]
Advocate

' L Solemnly affirmed before me on 17.08.2006 at // , . AM./BM.
by Sri Dr. R Nagaswamy, the deponent, who has been identified by

Sri ﬁlvw, N

Advocate, High Court, Lucknow Bench,
Lucknow. I have satisfied myself by examining the deponent that he
understands the contents of this affidavit which have been read over

and explained to him.




“Annexure - 1

The World of Opinion From 1961 onwards

Editor, Lalit kala. Vol 9, 1961

Amongst these imique images brought to light by Sri Nagaswamy
and published for the first time the Tripurantaka image will come as

a revelation to students of the chironology of South Indian bronzes.
William Willets, In Oriental Art, London 1962

In the last 12 month the energetic Secretary of the Archaeological
Society of South India who is also the Curator for art and
Archaeology in the museum was able to recruit Dr. Grace Morley,
Prof, Zeuner, Prof." Ghebard, Prof. Higuchi, and Msle. Auboyer.
Among the many outstanding events of last year (1962) 1 wn’ﬁ

mention two. The silver Jubilee volume of the society’s transactions

contains a paper by Nagaswamy entitled new light on
Mamallapuram. It'is a bold claim. Nagaswamy proposes to answer

the question who built Mahabalipuram. I will not add my personal

comment on Nagaswamy’s theory. In his paper he answers a number

of possible objections which I have not raised here except to say that



it will not be easily pulled down. The second event of the year was
the installing in the museum of Two bronzes on Thiruvendadu. R.
Nagaswamy has dated these bronze images with the help of
inscriptions on the temple in volume ﬁve of the Tranéactions of the

Society in 1959-60.
Douglas Barrett, Keeper, The British Museum, London 1965

In his book Early Cola bronzes, Bombay
The style of the Middi& Cola bronzes ﬁas at last been given a
basis by the recent work of T.N. Ramachaﬁdran and R». Nagaswamy
1965 |
A.L.Bhasham, Professor of Asian @Evﬂizaﬁ;ms, National University,

Canberra Austrﬁiia, (The famour Author of Wonder ﬁmt was India)

The progress _of’ State Department of Archaeology under the

Direction of Dr. Nagaswamy with the aid of his able as‘sistants is l
. ' o more impresﬁve and I am particularly impressed by the way
Department is enlisting the aid of students and other members of the
public in the conservation and ancient remaﬁns. His i‘s evidently not

only conserving and recording ancient monuments but also working

hard to instill in the general public a sense pride and joy in the
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richness of their heritage. T feel the department might serve as a

model to other States of India. ’

Karl Khandalawala 1977 Editor Lalit kala and then a leading lawyer

'.Exmﬂent work being done by Dr. R.Nagaswamy and his

Department. »
P.K. Saraswati, N@“md Axt historian of India, Calcutta 1977

I would consider the Directorate of Archaeology of the Government
of Tamilnadu to be the most active and useful Dept. of Archaeology

. inIndia. .

C.Sivaramamurthi, Former Director General of National Museum,

and meost respected Art Historian of India then, New Delhi 1977

Dr. R.Nagaswamy, has been dynamic in lus Archaeological activity
and his department has been working wonders, with his discovery of
rare material i close succession every vear, exposition through
valuable books published and achievement far exceeding available

resources. May Ged-bless this excellent work.
Mg

B2 Py,
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Mulk Raj Anand, 1978 The well known personality of India then

Marg has looked to Tamilnadu for enlightenment about the
splendours and beauties of its monuments, its sculptures, paintings,
and bronzes. We are privileged to meet Dr. R Nagaswamy and his
colleagues, who seem to be alive to the heritage. The personal
interest of the Directqr in the creative art, ensures much new light on
th;: background. Marg will devote quite a few future mnvitees to the
Tamilnadu heritage and in this we are encouraged by offer of

generous co-operation here.,

S.R.Balasubramanian in his beok “Later Chela Temples” Madras

1979

‘ “Recenﬁy some healthy development have taken place in Tamilnadu
thanks to the activities of the State Department of Archaeology under
its dynamic Director Dr. R Nagaswamy. A dﬁve is on to keep the
temples clean and to preserve inscriptions, sculptures and paintings.

Somie valuable bronzes have been recently discovered and preserved.

A new age has dawned on South Indian Archaeology.

o

o

Oriental Laws.

2} asl o W
& i .
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University of London 1978 ' ' '

“Dr. R.Nagaswamy has done a signal service Eoy publishing
mformation about inscription and palm-leaf réc_ords which was either
not available before or was available in a less satisfactory or obscure
form. The author enaﬁies ﬁs to see that not 5niy Sanskritic forms,
.a'nd the Sanskrit Ianguage at times, but even the out look and
methods of jud{ciai procedure reflected in the dharmasastra sources
were alive and ﬁaﬁcﬁom’ng in an important area of India. It is an
immense helf to see shat really used to be done by the not so remote
ancestors of tﬁe present long suffering public, and this book,
profiting from the linguistic, historical and epigraphical skill of its
au.thor, broadens our horizon, confirms much that we were already
inclined to believe, and adds to that much food for reflection.

0

V.R. Krishna lyer, Supreme court Judge India 1983.

Dr. R.N’s book “Studies in Ancient Tamil La‘%"’, and Society” is, in
some aspects, mspirational at a time when Swadéshi in Law is out of
vogue and national roots in jurisprudence, berated as dark, When
superstitious medievalists mislead the country about its judicial past,

we have to search fot tmﬁx n sione and honesty in metal, not in man
ot 7;_&( 4

and his lips. So 1’{ is ﬁmf ih:s epgza;ﬁ;ghlc abilities of Dr. R Nagaswamy
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in unearthing the Law in practice has patriotic relevance. I hastily
bfowsed through his book on Studies in Ancient Tamil Law and
Society. To my remarkable surprise, 1 discovered that a thousand
vears ago we had a refreshingly modern system, without its
sophisticated vices, where law migﬁe&, high people participated in
justice and King - aﬁd community respected the wverdicts and
Jjurisprudence or dharma-shasira had dynamic morality and
normative poﬁtﬂaﬁty. Today, despf.te political claptraps and
electioneering catch words the rural people are not trusted by the
political, judicial and bureaucratic elite with the basic ability to
administer village jusﬁée. The suspect see others in their own image.
Dr. RN’s discovery of Law-in-action in ancient Tamil Society
tersely summed ﬁp by Dr,' Derrett in his forward challenges the
assumptions against Panchgayat justice and réliance on our juristic
root for devciopiﬁg a truly national jurisprudence. The book to my
mind to make law is summons to India Indian. I congratulate Dr.

R.Nagaswamy on his work, which marks the beginning.

Dr. D.C. Sircar, Formerly Carmichael, Professor of Ancient Indian
History & Culture, Calcutta University, and respected Chief
Epigraphist, Government of India 1983, ’ .

"
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When Dr. R.Nagaswamy requested me to write a foreword to his
Studies Ancieﬁt Tamil Law and Society, I was attracted by the title '
of the work especially because its preface emphasizes the importance
of Epigraphy.f hope that such of his studies as Justice in the Pandya
period,, consﬁm{ion ‘of Judiciary, Pay structure und‘er Rajargja I, a

Judgment of the Chloa period and a 13™ Century sale deed, will be

useful to the students of the Dharmasastra and allied topics.

R.Tﬁé‘umaiai, LA.S,, Former Cabinet Secretary to Govt. of India, New .

Delhi. 1981

Dr. R‘Nagaswiamy”s works is perhaps, the ﬁrsﬁ compendium of data
on coins in the Tamil country. He has sketched the lustory of the
Tamil Kingdoms and has placed the coins in their appropriate setting
* and age. He has drawn freely from all available sources and has
subjected the data to reme\}a}tlation and critical appraisal. The books
is thus a valuable contribution updating the knowledge on the subject
and incorporating the results of the author’s original research. It
bears the impn?ﬁt of the erudition and painstakingly intensive work
of Dr. RN and should prove to be a handy volume for students and
scholars mtez;estsd_ in the subject. I have great pleasure in personal

tribute to Dr. R.Nagaswamy-en.this valuable and thought provoking

-

presentation. AN
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H.Sarkar. Director, Archaeological survey of India, New Delhi. 1981,

Dr. R Nagaswamy in his book ‘Tamil Coins” has brought out his
expertise in - Tamil epigraphy and an  impressive range of
archaeological material to bear upon the study of various series of
S;)u‘th Indian Coins. He has thus been able to correct quite number of
errors and suggest more appropriate attributions and chronology. A
useful feature of the study is his compiigﬁon of the epigraphical
ref.gtrences to show .the use of coinage i economy. Equally

impressive are. the appendices, particularly those dealing with

foreign coinage in India.

Dr. Promod Chandra ~ Professor, Harvard University, Massachusetts.

U.S.A. In Darsana U.S.A. 1983,

The Extraordinazy exhibition of South Indian Bronze Sculpture held

.at the National Museum, New Delhi, in March and April this vear

was surely one of the great events of the recent times for all
interested in Indian art. Here were brought together works of the

greatest beauty and interest, works that will vitally affect not only

Story

our ﬁnderstanding of the Hi of South Indian Style but also our

i

estimation of its eggtggi(jfdinary &estﬁé,ﬁc;i achievements. The study of
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mediaeval Indian sculpture will never again be the same to those
who had the privilege of seeing this exhibition, for a large majority
of its contents were all but unknown, being stored in the temples
where they once were worshipped, notably those at Vadakkalattur,
Singaravelar and Sikkal. For this achievement, we are in the deepest
debt of Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan and Dr. R Nagaswamy whose selfless
enthusiasm aﬁd indefatigable efforts made this feast for the mind and
the eye possible.

-:To Dr. R.Nagaswamy we are further beholden for a fine catalogue
produced in a matter of {x}eeks that will be lasting records for those
who were unable to see the exhibition. The writing is sensitive and
backed by deep scholarship. Much new information, epigraphical
and iconogréphicai, bas been quietly introduced, and our
understanding of the evolution of the style, particularly in the Pallava
period, greaﬂj( enhanced Dr. R.Nagaswamy‘aiso present us with
fresh ideas on the centers of artistic production and the development
of local schoolé and idioms. The short notes that places the bronze
images in the context of festival and ritual are particularly sensitive,
successfully evoking the context of religéous» life of which they are

ingeparable part.
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Dr. Vidya Dehejia. Professor, Department of Art History Columbia

University. 1983

Personal Letter.

Let me extent my heartfelt wng{.ratulations on the truly magnificent
South Indian Bronze show and catalogue that you put together. It is
only your high standing and Your reputation with the Religious
Endowments Board that could have persuaded them to urge the
temple authorities to let some of these “ZN’atidnai Treasures” travel to
Delhi. The particular pieces that you specially collected, 'and_ the
de‘;ai}ad mformation that you have put together so clearly make the
catalogue énto. a major reference work, a p_‘ieasure to 'see so many
close ups and details of the Vadakkalattur gfoup, the N’aﬂm‘ Parvati
and the Karavirar:; mmscribed Uma. But how I wish T could have been

They’re personally contact with the pieces.

" Dr. Themas Maxwell Professor of Indian and South Asian Art,
University of ann, Germany, in Saras Bulletin No.3 England.

~ Reviewing the Book Tantric Cult of South India by Dr. R.N. 1983.

“This is an excellent presentation of the subject “ Sakta Cult in

Tamilnadu” economical tzgﬁg@?, with the erudition and objectivity
o o ”«ﬁ v ‘
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 typical of this respected scholar whose own respect for this material
is a hall ﬁzark of his work. As a learned presentation in South and as
a mart of his work. As a learned presentation in the South and as a
display of scholarship it is unrivalled and will remain a Central work

in future researches into the many ramification of the subject.”

Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan, Jt. Secretary, Department of Culture,
: L)
Government of India, 1983.

o

In her preface to “Master Pieces of South Indian Bronzes”

“The Religious ;En,dowmen‘t Department and Dr. R Nagaswamy have
made valuable ac&gession }i.sts and inventories for Tamilnadu. Dr.
R Nagaswamy also brought to light valuable evidence through the
inscribed imagés- which could now enable scholars to date firmly
Pallava bronzes and established chronology. We are beholden to Dr.
R..Nagaswamy whose tireless efforts in ‘thf; field and sound

scholarship are well known.”

Juan Muguoel De Mora, National University of Mexico,
Mexico. Vice President, International Association of Sanskrit Studies,

. Apr, 1990,
J“W} NS
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It was a great pleasure for us to be able to meet you at your residence
during out last trip to India. Our interchange of ideas with you was
extremely useﬁ] and beneficial in view of our research in the area of
; A . science in Ancient India as you threw some ?ight, which we sorely
needed, on ancient architecture not only from an artistic point of
view, but from a scientific and technological one as well. Your book
on Master.pieces of Early South Indian Bronzes of which you gave
us a copy is not only beautiful to look at but also extremely
interesting to read and is a definite contribution to our literary and to

our knowledge of your unforgettable country.

4'Huge k. Weihe, Artibus Asiae, The Museum of Reitberg, Zurich Feb

93.

' i v ' Dr. Beion of the Sackler Gallery has informéd me that she was
| ~impressed by your rexzé.éw of her book on the Goddess Lajja Gauri.
As we are planning to reestablish our book review section we would
be very happy to publish it in Artibus Asiae. Should you agree to do

so kindly forward it to us at your earliest convenience ?

Dr. Padma Subramaniam, Director, Nrityodaya, and Noted Damncer,

Madras Feb. 1995,
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It is rare to find a person with such holistic knowledge in the field of
Archaeology. Dr. R Nagaswamy has great s;:helarshﬁp m various
branches Numismatics, Iconography, Sculpture, and Epigraphy,
besides music and dance and poetry. He is not mere carbon test

reading; Interpretation is his strong point.

~Dr. Nandita Krishna, Director C.P. Ramaswamy lyer

Institute of Inﬁologi&:éﬁ of Research, Madras Feb 1995.

i * Dr. R.Nagaswamy is one of the greatest schdlars we have today. He
is also a very good writer and speaker.

T.S. P.aﬂ'hasaramy, Secretary, Music ﬁfwaﬁemy9 Madras Apr. 1995.
Dr. R.Nagaswajmy isa muﬁi linguist, who contributed immensely to
the art of danoé. A deeply learned scholar in Bharata Natya sastra, he
has composed ».several dance dramas including the ones on Rajraja,
Saiva saints, and the twin epics Silappadhikaram and Manimekhalai.
That he is presenting the dance dramas in so many foreign couniries

" is a tribute to his love for this art.
Pierre Pischard, French Architect, Director, Ecole Francise
Extreme Orient, Paris, Archaeology wing, India and South East Asia,

Pondicherry 1995,
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The first and now only monograph on Gangaikonda cholapuram did
not appear until 1970 published by TN Department of Archaeology,

The succinet study by Dr. R Nagaswamy is inval‘ua’bie, dense, and

well documented.

Anne Marie Gaston, Charlton University, Ottawa, Canada. 1996.

Dr. R.Nagaswamy former Head of the Archaeology Survey, Tamil
nad, and a dance connoisseur bases his views on the reading of the
text. He had é perscnal bias towards z'ntmdqcing the dance into the
Nataraja temple in Chidambaram to revive the temple as center of art
and culture. |

ljf.is remarks reinforce Balasaraswati’s comment. Nagaswamy who
founded the Chidamabaram festival saw more meaning when thé

dance which flowered in the context of templé rituals was performed

there.

Karen Pechils Prentiss, Asst. Professor, Religious Study, Drew

University, Madison, New Jersy. Apr, 1996.

1 so enjoyed our talk on Bhakti and Art. I was honored to have met

with some one whose workI'so'admire.




- Dr, Michael Peter Cain, University of IOWA, USA kmy, 1997.

Do you know or know R.Nagaswamy, of Mad_ras. 1 think he is the
most brilliant and intergsting person 1 met on my entire trip. World
class Archaeologist, art historian, numismatist etc probably the
leading Indian Authority in the field of South Indian Bronze murties

and an outspoken advocate of his views on Vedic tradition. .

_ Shelly Feldman, Director, Cornell University, Seuth Asia, Programme,

_ ITACHA, USA Jun, 197

I would like té perso_naliy thank you for yoﬁf contribution to our
vileck]y seminar series, topics in South Asia. As you know that your
talk on South Inémn bronzes contributed to makjng available an
important body of research to our students. As the lively discussion
which followed surely suggested, the students and faculty present

found the issues you raised interesting and pertinent to their own

work and thinking about regional expertise. Your seminar and other

_ opportunities that you offered students contribute to our goal of

broadening ,common conception of South Asia to the campus

community.
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Frank G Wisner, The Ambassador of the United States of America in

India. New Delhi Jun, 1997,

It was exti‘efnciy kind of you to have taken the time to explain to me
the details of Brahadis@ara temple (Tanjavur) a masterpiece of
Architectural beauty. My colleagues tell me ‘that I was lucky to have
you as my guide because‘ of your expertise in South Indian Temple
architecture. If T may say so, they vastly understated the case ! It was
a great pleasure for me to have had the opﬁcrmmty of meting you
and my wife and I thank you f;)z" the timé aﬁd energy spent on our

behalf

Dr. V.LSubramaniam, Farmer Vice Chancellor, Tamil University,

international School of Dravidianna linguist. Sept, 1997.

I read through your Tamil Book, which has a fund of new
information  especially the Sanskrit periyapuranam. The

Interpretation and omission you have pointed out are simulating.

Stephen Markei, Associate Curater and Departmental Head, South
and South Asian art, Los Angeles Country Museum of Art, California.

Oct. 1997.
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T would like to thank you personally for your Superb lecture to our
Southern Asia Art Council. Numerous people who attended have
since told me how impressive it was and I couldn’t agree more. It

~was well organized and presented and the images were breathtaking !

| Stephen Ingﬁﬁé, Director General, Research, Canadian Museum of

Civilization, Hull, Quebec. Feh, 1998,

Since returning to Canada I have had some time to reflect of our tour

in Tamilnad and can only confirm that our visit with you to

Kanchipuram and particularly to the kailasanatha temple was the
' d

highlight. Thank you so much for your kindness. Dr. Thomson and

Dr. Macdonald were very impressed.

_ Prof. Dr. Bettina Baumer Institute of Religious studies, University of

Bern, Switzerland Mar, 1998. .

I want fo express our sméem thanks and appreciation on behalf of
the Institute of Religious Studies of the University of Bem, for the
wonderful tour you have .orgam?zad and conducted for ocur students
and staff. [ have no words to praise the high quality of your teaching

and guidance and the variety of experiences offered to our students.

VR

It was a unique Oppozk
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their aspects, focuses on Chidambaram, and its traditions, has given
us an insight which no other single scholar could have provided in
such a condensed and yet elaborate way. Apart from the scholarly

aspects we also admired your organizing capacities.

Prof. Dr. Joachim Bautze, (SAL, Berlin, Germany) Dr. Nagaswamy’s
lecture on South Indian Bronzes at Heidelberg University, Germany

May, 2001.

Dear Shri Nagaswamy,

“Many thanks coming to Heidelberg, we all liked your lecture very
much, especially the fact that you have so many feelings for the
objects that you showed. When you said something “this piece is so
beautiful” then it really was. I only know vary few people in our
field, who are so devoted to their subject. You are an art historian, as
an art historian should be. Most colleague’s lectures are presented
without any feeling for anything, and many people know very little
on t_he subject they are presenting. In your case, however, I am sure
e ‘ that “ you must be the greatest connoisseur in the field of early South
Indian Giassﬁcai bronzes”. Most of the pieces you had shown were

absolute masterpieces, and mostly presented in good photographs.”
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Dr. Vidya Dehejia, in “The Sensuous and the Sacred Chela Bronzes

form South India” published by the American Federation of Arts in

connection with an Exhibition organized at the Smithsonian Institute

in Washington DC, USA. Nov, 2002.

“Dr.R Nagaswamy, who had done extensive contributio:n to this field
(Chola Art), has produced many émpésriam exhibition catalogue, as
well as a seriés of significant articles that has vastly enlarged our
knowledge of the subject. Dr. R.Nagaswamy has effortlessly

explored Sanskrit Agamic texts significance of the images.”

'

S.Mutthaiah, in The Hindu, April 7, 2003.

The most recent lecture arranged by the Tamﬁnadu State Diepartment
of Archaeeiogy, at. Madras, a fascinating narra:tion of a court case in
London, that led to the return of a bronze to Tamilnadu, was perhaps
'the Department’s best Dimctor in recent times. Dr. R Nagaswamy,
whom the London Court h.ad‘ described as “ an Unequalled Expert”
m Chola Bronzes. This brief summary does no justice to

Nagaswamy’s -gripping narration Accompanied by slides of some of

the most beautiful Chola bronzes I have ever seen.




Dr. Peter Shalk, Professor of Religious studies, Uppsala University,
- Sweden, in “Budhism among Tamils in Pre colonial Tamilakam and

Ilam” Uppsala, 2002.

Many years, of collaboration with Dr. Ramachandran Nagaswamy
brought us Together at Chennai and Uppsala. His generosity in

sharing the results of his critical research was overwhelming.

Dr. Pratapditya Pal in ;‘Asian Art at the Nerton Simon Museum Vol.I,

Art from the Indian Subcontinent. 2003.

Discussions with Dr. Bhattacharya and Dr. R.Nagaswamy have
considerably enhanced my own knowledge, especially of the arts of
Pala and Chola Periods, both of which are strongly represented in

this catalogue.

- Dr. Pramod Chandra, Professor of Indian Art, Harvard University,
Harvard. At the International Seminar on Imteraction between

* Brahminical and Budhist Art, Varanasi, 2003.

Dr. R.Nagaswamy comes in the line of great scholars like
C.Sivaramamurthi and is “virtually the Second Ananda

Coomaraswamy”.




.......

Annexure -2

Noteworthy Contributions

Appeared as an Expert Witness in the London .High Court on behalf of

B
4‘*‘%

Government of India in the London Nataraja case, and was mainly
instrumental in winning the case in the London high Court, Court of
Appeal aéd Privy Council.

% Directed Sound and light Programme in the 17 Cent Nayaka Palace
at Madurat.

% First to imitiate Under Sea Archaeological Explorations in
collaboration wiﬂx Oceanographic Survey off the Coast of Pumpuhar
in Tamilnad. ’

% Involved several lakhs of Students in cleaning and preservation of

Historic monuments in. Tamilnadu. ‘

2,
%

Author of several books in English, Tamil, Sanskrit and contributed
over 400 research articles. Two of his articles have been translated
into 25 ianguagés of the world, by the UNESCO in its “Courier”.

@ A popular speaker in Radio from 1960 onwards and in television and

academic and public mé,etinigs.’

% Conducted Exéavatiom at Early and Mediaeval historic sites as at
Karur (capital _bf the Sangam age Cheras) and Alagankulam (an Indo
Roman site), that have become landmarks of International importance.
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Made Archaeology' very popular in Tamilnadu especially among
School Students, Teachers, and Public.
Established an Institute of Epigraphy leading to the award of Post

Graduate Diploma in Epigraphy.

Conserved several historic monuments like Thirumalai Nayak palace
'at Madurai.

- Published C}’VC‘T 125 books — Guides, Monographs, Epigraphy reports,
Journals, and Trénsﬁati@ns.
Organized several Exhibitions including the one at Kualalamput in
1965 and the one at National Museum, New Delhi, 1983.
Has composed and staged many dance dramas in different parts of the
world like Germany, Sweden, Britain, Canada and USA, besides India
and is the first fo use dance as a media to populaﬁze Archaeology and
History among the masses.
Hailed as the wafld authority on Art of Tamilnad, especially “Bronzes
of South India” '
Keen student of Temple _Arts and Culture,
Leading Scholar in Tamil and Sanskrit.
Established the now famous Chidambaram Nityanjali festivéi, with
Dr. ?%apiia Vatsyayana. The festival is entering the 24" year. RN is
considered a Eeadiﬁg authority on dance.
Is a keen Scholar bf Agama
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Served as consultant to Government of India, on documentation of

* cultural property under UNDP programs under the Indira Gandhi

2,
XS

R
g

National Center for the Atts.

Have served as member, National Art Purchase committee,
Govemém of Iﬁdia, for severé} years,

Has gmangé special EXhibiﬁOﬁS on Tamil arts at Kualalampur, New
Delhi at the National Museum during the Nﬁﬁ Aligned summit meet,
and in Bombay, Hyderabad, Trivandrum, and different parts of
Tamilnadu.

Has orgaﬁzeé Special Exhibitions i the World Tamil Conference at
Kualalmpur, @965) Madras (1967), Madurai (1980),

Served as Editor of the Special Souvenir of the world Tamil
Conference Tajore, 1995, ‘

Served in all fhe commiftees like General commitiee, Academic
Comimittes, Exhibition committes, Souvemir Commitiee etc of the

L)

World Tamil (Jcsnfereﬁées. organized by the Tamilnadu Government.

% Has computerized the entire Twelve Thirumurais, divyaprabandams, ‘
Sangam literature, Mediaeval Tamil literature etc.
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- north were exposed.

“a couple of ring wells and stray bits of wall could! be exposed

as the appearance of sub-soil water at a depth of 5 feet from

the surface forced the digging to be abandoned. However, few
- antiquities including beads of cornelian and chalcedony, terra-

cotta figurines and pottery, registered frem these trenches, were
?ggximately assigned to the Pala period (9th-10th century

Bairagi Bhita

This oblong mound measures about 300'x250° with a flat

~‘top and is 10 feet higher than the surrounding level, It has gentle

slope con all sides except the north-western corner where it drops

- abruptly. Here the remainsof two large but fiangmentaty temples,

assigned to the early and late Pala periods respectively
and a number of subsidiary structures in the open court to the
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The 8th .Cenmry Temple

The earlier Pala temple measures 98 feet from east to west
and roughly 42 feet from north to south. The remains of only
the basement of the plinth on the noith and east could be -
traced, while the southern half was found entirely superseded or
obliterated by the later temple, erected on the same spot, A

- band of torus and two plain mouldings decorated the entire
Jength of basement side. The north-eastern and north-western

corners of the temple have recessed angles and the sanctum must
have been situated at the centre. Close to it, a highly interesting

~drain, partly eonstructed of brick masonry but mostly of black
; stone pieces, collected from earlier structures, runs 36 feet
' north-south and almost bisects the temple. It discharges within 5 feet

of the plinth into a soak-jar with earthenware rings at the bottom.
' This exceptional drain which must have originally carried libation
" water of the shrine asalready mentioned, was improvised out of

earlier stone building materials including two noteworthy black

. basalt rectangular pillars placed near the head of the discharge

end. These two highly ornamental pillars were scooped out to a
depth of 5 inches and placed lengthwise (north-south) to form a’
channel of 29 feet long and 8 inches wide. The pillars, squarein
section with chamfered corners, are decorated with hall lotus

"medallions, the Kirtimukha and floral scroll mouldings in low
- relief, charactéristic of ‘the late Gupta

of 6th/7th century -
AD. 3 v
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The 11th @%n!ﬁmy Temple

At a short distance to the south of the above termple, another
later temple was built onits ruins sometime about 1lth century
AD. It measures 111 feet from east to west and 57 feet from

_ ~ north 1o south. 'The highly dilapidated character of the struc-
C - tures make it very difficult to understand the plan of its internal
- arrangements, but the existence of a porch in the middle of the
northern wing is strongly indicated by the discovery of a number
» of beautifully chisselled pillar bases and stone door-jambs having
dowel marks. The remains of an inclined platform paved with
brick piles running along the entire edge of the temple on the
east was exposed. The purpose of this platform is difficult to
ascertain but could be associated with ablutions. It is divided
into 23 compartments or panels (14 on ecast, 6 on northand 3
on south}, excluding the corner panels which are divided diagon-
ally by bricks-on-edge, each measuring 3'-9"x3'-6" and each
demarcated by two lines of brick-on-edge masonry. There i3 a
39" wide passage along the interior which probably provided
the bathers access to the top of the platform. The floor of the
later temple is found fo be 2 feet higher than the earlier floor
level and consists of 6 inches concrete over a course of flat
brick soling. During the later period, the carlicr libation drain
was covered up with insufficient care in brickwork which aliowed
subsidence of the masonry. .

Structural remains of sume special interest, exposed that year
(1928-29) at the Bairagi Bhita, are five Kundas or reservoirs, built
with well-paved bricks and lined with one or two rows of slant-
ing bricks-on-edge. The largest among them measuring 10°-0"x
5’0" is a rectangular one at the north-east corner of the site.
Another circular one (Dia. 5'-9” depth 2 fect) cxposed in the
northern area (court) of the Bairagi Bhita are also included in
the same category. These were probably connected with some
religious practices, either in the nature of sacrifices or libations.

Adjacent to the Bairagi Bhita on north, very few structural
remains of the Pala period have been unearthed in good con-
dition except the compound wall and few cells on the north and
a shrine with a square brick platform on the south-west, and
contiguous to it; a row of oblong rooms. The whole area seems
to have been wused as an extensive courtyard uattached to the |
| great temple on south. The 3-feet broad compound wall along

- the northern border, built of rough rubble  maseonry, runs for a
L ' fisngth of 175 feet. Subsequenily, another compound wall was
3 { supplemenied towards the eastern extremity. Only a couple of
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" cells, measuring 4'-0""x'3-6" within the enclosure wall have been

found complete. Others were in a highly dilapidated condition.
The. floor level of these cells is about 5 feet below the courtyard

o

" level of the late Pala period, which suggests their early date’

(8th/9th century A.D.).

A small shrine in the north-west with a brick platform of 8

- feet square, surrounded by a passage, 2'-3” wide, was also

ex%)sed that year and assigned a date of about 8th/9th century
A.D. It appears that subsequently the passage was blocked up

and a number of chambers added, of which a row of 5, each:

measuring 21°x7" was exposed to the north of the platform.
Some more fragmentary remains of cells could also be traced on
the east, but from- their highly decayed state no understandable

~.plan of the buildings in that area could be found.

Besides the above, several deep pits were sunk at various
places of the Bairagi Bhita, which revealed the existence of build-
ing remains of at least two periods, underlying the floor level of

- the early Pala buildings, which may conveniently be assigned to

early and late Gupta periods.

Another interesting small temple, situated about 200 yards

-south-east of Bairagi Bhita, was also exposed in the same year.

In its present form, it is an oblong building of 39'-6"x 34’-0”
with the plinth rising 5 feet above the level of the old street,
access to which was provided from the east by 5 masonry steps,
all of which are flagged with stones, quarried from earlier
buildings. The first step from the top is made up of a black
basalt lintel depicting, in low relict, a row of Kirtimukzha hoads

- emiiting garlands of pearls in the characteristic art’ style of

 of any antiquity connected with. 1el

7th/8th century A.D. Some ornamental bricks and terracotta
plaques of the Pakarpur type were also fopmi_ built into the wallg
of the small temple. All these undoubtedly indicate that the temple
was built sometime in 9th-10th century A, D. The original temple
here measured 24'x 32" with-a central hall and a passags
around, but at least two periods of reb ulding,—probably separa-~
ted by short intervals—were effected, in course of "which a
verandah was added on the south, a buitress wall built on the
porth with deeper foundation than the original structure, the
floor level raised by 1'-6” and a flight of steps added on the
east with additional roomson each flanks. Remains of a brick-

paved altar measuring 3'-0"x2'-3"in the original eastern wall is
~plinth, and in the abseace.

the ‘only structure now left above the

] igioptypractice, it does not
permit us to, ascertain the nature of the sirine.
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A solid brick platform of 19 feet square and 9" high was also
un-covered about 100 feet to the east of the above small temple
This curious structure probably dates from the 8th/9%th century

A.D., but its precise utility remains undetermined. When

exposed, it was found encircled ~with 5 ring wells, all of
about 3 feet in diameter and some with fluted rings at the top.

Fastern Rampart and bastion at Munir Ghon

The nature of the fortress wall and its bastion was ascertained
by operations on a high mound at one of the re-entrant angles
of the eastern rampart, locally  known as Munir Ghon, situated
not far from Siladevi’s Ghat. The rampart wall here was found
standing to a height of 10 feet and at least 11 feet broad, of
which about 2 feet on either face was brick work and the core
built up of brick-bats laid in mud mortar. The general direction
of' the wall is north-south but here it turns to the west for a
distance of 100 feet and again resumes its course to the north.
The outwork at the re-entrant angular projection consisted of
two semi-circular bastions, both of which were later encased in a
superficial brick-work .The floor of the original bastion is 6 feet
higher than the ecarliest floor associated with the great wall
which points to the bastion’s later date of construction.

The structure was probably intended o serve as a watch
tower to guard the river bank. A terrace wasalso constructed
along the inner side of the bastion, evidently t¢ provide access
inside the citadel to the outwork. The date of the rampart wall

here was ascertained by associated antiquitiees and architectural
oharacteristics of the -Pala period.

Govinda Bhita

The most imposing building remains exposed in 1928-29
. excavation was the Temple at Govinda Bhita. This isloated high
" mound outside the northern rampart wall of the city is situated
on the double bend of the Karatoya, and its very picturesque
setting and commanding height marks easily as one of the most

important ancient temple remains at Mahasthan, Tradition '
identifies it as the Temple of Govinda or Vishnu which marks :
the northern limit of the holy city (according to the ‘Karatoya !

Mahatmya’, a metrical Sanskrit work of the 12th/I31h century
A.D.). By excavation, however, nothing came to light which
may be associated with the Vaishnavite characier of the building.

28
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the fabric of the basement wall of the main temple at Paharpur,

The excavated remains represent four major building periods,
commencing form the Jate Gupta period (6th/7th century A.D.)
to the Muhammadan occupation. The area inside the massive
enclosure wall is occupied. by two distinct sefs of buildings,
which may be conveniently called eastern and western built in
different periods and enclosed within a massive boundary wall of
6 feet thick. The enclosure wall, dated to 8th 9th century A.D.,
is better. preserved on the west and yet stands to a height of
8 feet to 11 feet and is 114 feet long, but on north and south
it discontinues its course after a lenght of abont 80 feet from
their meeting ends with the western wall.

_The earlier building phase within the enclosure wall on west,
dated to 6th/7th century A.D., is represented by the massive
western -wall which reaches to a depth of 11 feet below the
outer enclosure wall in 16 offsets, and bears close affinity with

A1 the centre of this western wall, which runs parallel and at a
distance” of 6 feet from the western enclosure wall, a 30 feet
long porch was found projecting 5 fect form the face of the wall
and ‘standing in close proximity to the boundaiy wall, which
could not thus have been builtuntil the porchhad fallen in
disuse. Thus the enclosure walland the 2nd phase of building
on the western side may be assigned io the early Pala period
(8th/9th century A.D.). During this2nd phase, a new porch on
the same site having the same width but 4 feet short of its
eastern frontage was laid over the old one; the outer enclosure
wall was constructed and an elaborate high terraced structure
was erected in the cenire after raising the earlier level of the
plinth to several feet. The central walls of the upper terrace
are connected on their cxterior by a series of parallel walls by
means of short cross-walls, thus forming an outer row of cells
in the foundation. In the same way, a row of 5 superficial
cells in the interor on each side except east were found arranged
around a solid rectapngular brick platform which must have
originally formed the foundation of the high superstructure. In
three of these cells ring wells have been found, which were also
probably ol superficial nature.

his curious cellular style of construction, we now know
from other parallel buildings of the same period, was a remark-
able develcpment in building artin ancient Bengal. These super-
ficial cells, arranged in different terraces around a central plat-
form, were filled in with compact earth and rammed so as to
strenghthen the surrounding area CaprbigrBiageourely raising a




2666

towering superstructure or, in other words, these superficial cells

acted as our modern piling system. These cellular structures had
the advantage of raising the high structue with its high plinth
visible from a great distance and thus gained for it a-commanding
prospect. '

‘The terraced top of the western building seems to have been
in occupation ftill the muslim conquest.

The Eastern Temple
Four Building Periods:

The building remains on the eastern side are assigned to 4

" successive periods. The latest period (Ist period) was represented

by a fragmentary pavment of the muslim period, as associated

- with it was found 18 coinsin an earthen pot, issued by the

independent Sultans of Bengal from Ilyas Shah (1357 A.D)) to

Shamsuddin Yusuf Shah (circa 1480 A.D.). The second period-

is represented by some infevior masonry work including @ semi-

circular wall. The building in the third period is roughly con-

tenrporary with the later terraced temple on the west enclosed
within the massive boundary wall. The earliest structure exposed

in 1928-29 (or 4th period) is represented by a temple whose

basernent wall with several offsets and ornamental mouldings
descends to a great depth from 6 feet below the top surface.
This temple appears to be contemporary with the earlier western
temple, although the precise relation between the iwo is not

“known. In plan it is an exact square of 56 feet each side, with

- an altar at the centre, measuring 6'-6"X 5’-6" and surrounded. by
- a procession path about .3 to 4 feet wide.

 The eastern side being more vulnerable to river écouring, it

~appears that elaborate precautions were taken by erecting many

parallel and cross walls to ward off the high inundation of

. Karatoya; but inspite of that evidently, walls on this side were

eroded badly by the river. Originally, a long slone rivetment
wall of 150 feet was found built up against the northern slope
of the mound along the river bank, where a stone landing ‘ghat’
on the east was exposed by previous explorers. These were

‘completely washed away by the great flood of 1922 A.D.

‘Excavation in 1928-29 also exposed a number of complex wall
‘including an outer massive wail with several offsets and semicir-

‘gular retaiming wall assigned to the early Pala period. At the

same period, it appears that the interior of the eastern temple was
divided up into several small cells by 18 inches thick partition walls.

30
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-EXCAVATIONS OF 1960

Excavation conducted here by the Department of Archaeology
in 1960, primarily to establish a complete cultural chronology of
the site, exposed at least 3 main non-descript building periods.
Successive occupation of this place was found so intensive that
no building remains here offered a coherent complete plan. The
structural remains were found to be chumsy, stray and highly
dilapidated and mostly represented poorly built dwelling houses.
Any way, it seems clear from the excavation that no noteworthy
masonry structure was built here before 4th century A.D., although
- human habitation was certainly there. The spade here had cut
through vertically 17 strata of cultural deposits superimposed on
the virgin soil which was reached at a depath of 25 feet from
the surface. The earliest period of occupation here goes back to
.at least 3rd century B.C. This is testified by the discovery of
fairly large collection of punch-marked and cast copper coins from
the earlier levels as well as from the appearance of the famous
N.B.P. pottery. The 2nd building period (late Gupta period)
here was represented by some derelict walls and an extensive
. rubble-packed floor aligned with upright brick courses at intervals.
¢ Overlying this floor were found 3 large earthern vats balf filled
© with lime of river-shell, one of which, in addition, preserved
tpart of a human skeleton—probably representing a fractional
~ burial.

Among the antiquities unearthed here, mention may be made
of a large collection of beautiful buttons, ear-drops, pendants and
nose-studs of various materials and shape, ranging from terra
cotta to several varieties of semi-precious stones such a agate,
cornelian, lapis-lazuli, marble, crystal, glass, chalcedony, ony
white opal, faience, terracotta figurines and toys, bronze and
copper antimony rods, rings and bangles. :

Other datable objects include an unmutilated circular flat clay
scal bearing three stalks of a wheat plant united at the lower
end within a railing and enclosed by an inscription with 22
Brabmi letters on the margin, an exquisitely modelled terracotta
female head wearing a crown—both assignable to the golden age
of the Guptas (4th century A.D.), half a dozen so-called Sunga
plaques depicting the Mother Goddess (%) in her characteristic
modelling, datablr o -the 2nd [Ist century B.C., and a beautiful
circular disc of blue-schist, engraved in low relief with a panel
dépicting an addorsed deer (crouchant), one tiger, one ele-
phant alternated by pitchers isspigefestooned scrolls, which may |,
be dated to Ist/2nd - century 1. A LR
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Northern Rampart Area

 The excavation was also extended in 1960 and 1961 to a’
section of the northern rampart opposite the Archaeological Rest
House, across the D.B. Road, where it projects out from the

regular alignment of the great wall in a semi-circle, and its adjacent
area towards the north-eastern corner.

The projected semi-circular area opposite the Govinda Bhita
temples revealed 4 major rebuilding phases—-the latest probably
belongs to the Muslim period (15th/16th century A.D.) and
 represented by a semi-circular derelict bastion, and the earliest
‘lbe}ongs to the Gupta period (4th/6th century A.D.) represented
| by two massive parallel, walls running towards the Govinda Bhita
' temple, each measuring 17-6" wide and 74 fest long. They
emerge from a series of later structures including the bastion.

The other two intervening periods may approximately be
assigned to the Pala (9th/10th century A.D.) and the Pre-Islamic
(12th/13th century, A.D.). periods. The Pala period is repre-
sented here by a massive porch immediately underlying the bastion,
indicating a gateway, while the pre-Islamic period consists of a
series of brick-pitchings retained within huge semi-circular boulder
alignments built against the Pala period porch and thereby

blocking the entrance, intended probably to ward off the seasonal
inroad of Karatoya.

However, one important point must be mentioned and clari-
fied here that several cultural deposits testifying to human
habitation on this site together with its adjacent areas on further
north-east within the citadel, at least dating to pre-Sunga period,

fairly synchronize with thier counterparts at the Govinda Bhita
area.

, The impetuous Karatoya in her early days seems to have
lashed against the eaStern and north-eastern corner rampart of the
citadel and protected its eastern side from any possible eneray attack,
but during high flood, it constituted a grave danger to citys’
defence too. The magnitude of this annual menace is too appa-
rent on exposed walls of the rampart area which, on occasions

- either were completely swept away or suffered heavily as is
testified by thick deposits of sand and silt on their scoured tops
and sides. '
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these were filled up with huge boulders and a parapst and the

bastion were built on top, covering the earlier structures. Deeper
cuttings down this area, however,exposed an exceptionally massive
wall close 1o the south of the bastion, running east to west and
underlying the above passage complex, which terminates with a
clear edge, roughly 1n the same alignment of the eastern Pala porch
visible from inside, suggesting thereby a similar earlier passage.
This massive wall, which -evidently is rebuilt and extended ,in a
subsequent period ‘with another equally massive wall, which

- abuts on its northern side and partly overlie on the former, is

found to underlie the Pala defences cn further cast and units
with an sarlier fortification wall of the fortress, visible anly for
a short distance. This earlier defence composed of coagpicuously

“large sized bricks has a pronounced batter on the outside. An

inscribed clay seal of the Gupta period found assosiated with

- this earlier defence wall probably indicates its date, but their

mutual relation remains yet obscure.

Considerable extent of the northern fortifisation wall, dated
to 8th century A.ID. was exposed during the operration. Tt shows
several 1epair and rehuilding phases, and in average measures

“about 43 feet wide and still stands to a general |

wigat of about
4 to 5 feet. , '

The excavation on the north-castern. arca within the fortress
revealed poorly preserved dwelling houses of successive pariods,

pmany of whieh had private rving wells for drinking watar, Al

though 15th/16th century A.D. glazed Muslim pottery was found
strewn all over the citadel area, no structural remains assignable

o to the Muslim period in this area was traceable. Among tae

several building and rebuilding periods, the latest was fouad to
represent the later part of tne Pala period (lita cantury A.D.)
and uniformly characterised by derctict walls and floors, con-
posed wmostly of brick-bats of earlier buildings and evenrims of
large storage jars waoicn reflects a  significant poverty of rhe
bunders. The building remains of the earlier Gupta and so-
called’ Sunga periods were however found to bz of well-built
structures of full tile-sized brick masonry. A remarkable well-
preserved brick, paved floor of tne Znd century B.C. wita a
hearth and some timber holes at the centre was fcund in a deep
trench, but no masonry structure definitely detable to tae
M.auryan period was encountered in any of tae trencaes, taouga
objicts of tuat period were collected from taeir occupition
debris. o twis area, 3 trencaes were sunk deep to estaousa a
complete cultural pistory of tae citadel, and at a varying depta
of 3u fent to 31 feel tne virgin soil was striuck after cutting

34
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bave ruled here sometime in the 12th/13th century A. 1. The )

otker view that Narasimba Das was the name of the masters |
mwason employed to erect or repair the tomb is not unlikely. ‘

. The tomb itself is a plain large sized masonry structure,
white-washed all over and situated at the centre of the enclosure
without any covering or roof over it. Near the quadrangle,
there is a plain white washed rectangular masovry platform, on
which the saint is said to have offered his first prayer after
receiving permission from the Hindu king to occupy that small
picce of land,

Close to the entrance oufside the Dargah is « circular black
stone Gauripatfa without the phallus but with the usual caannel
attached to 1t. Toe Gawripatta has a diameter of about 4'-5".
While visiting this place, one would observe numerous stones
wostly black basalt, some with carvings lying scattered all
atound and also used in the present nvuslim buildings, which
clearly indicate the existence of an important earlier Hindu
terple on the site.

General Cunningham during bis visit to this place in 1879
A.D. found wituin the courtyard a battered Juina Lnage waich

~ he identificd as one of the 24 Jaina pontiufs, waicn indicates tne
existence of some Jaina establisnment nearby and corresponds

with tpbe testimony of Yuan Cowang.

Viazar ares
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Of the other stone statues found here and variously described
by aifferent scholars, one deserves particular mention. It
represents a human figure with a foot on its head. Tais is
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